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Catholic Achievement 


One of the most dramatic and 
significant instances in the his- 
tory of race relations in America 
recently occurred within the ranks 
of the Catholic Church in St. 
Louis. (Betwen The Lines is 
sometimes falsely charged with 
being anti-Catholic because we 
occasionally report the persecution 
of Protestants in Catholic-dom- 
inated countries. But news of 
Protestant persecution is severly 
suppressed in the usual news 
channels and it is the task of 
Between The Lines to report sup- 
pressed information which is of 
significance to the layman’s think- 
ing. We are also eager to report 
the constructive achievement ot 
the Roman Catholics as we fre- 
quently do.) 

In the St. Louis instance, Arch- 
bishop Joseph E. Ritter of the St. 
Louis diocese recently issued a 
notice that the parochial schools 
would no longer practice racial 
segregation and that colored 
children were to be freely ad- 
mitted and taught in the church 
schools of the city. St. Louis is 
predominately a southern city as 
far as race relations are concerned 
and large numbers of Catholics in 
the city protested against the 
bishop’s ruling. Especiaiuy the 
parents of white children in the 
church schools voiced their resent- 
ment and held mass meetings for 
the purpose of organizing legal 
action against the bishop’s ruling. 

But the bishop responded with 
the blunt statement that the 
children and parents refusing to 
obey the ruling of the church 
would promptly be ex-communi- 
cated. This announcement was 
sent out in a pastoral letter read 
in all St. Louis Catholic churches. 

The protesting groups were re- 
minded that ‘‘the equality of every 
soul before Almighty God” and 
“obedience to ecclesiastical auth- 
ority” are fundamental principles 
of the Catholic religion. “We 
realize that many of these good 
people are being mis-led,’’ the 
Archbishop continued, and he 
went on to state that the deci- 
sion was made after “mature 
deliberation.” He explained, ‘The 

(continued on next page) 





PROFESSOR in a large university writes: ‘I usually 

read Between The Lines through within a half hour 
of its arrival,—usually clip it and often read it to my students 
or give it to them.” 

This tells why we have a large circulation in university 
communities. Students and educators in the fields of history, 
economics and the social sciences want to know what’s going 
on behind the scenes, and they want their information free 
of partisan pressure and the warping influence of economic 
prejudices. So do thousands of folks beyond the university 
campus,—especially the Christian layman who has a par- 
ticular obligation and attachment to truth. Help us help 
others,—only a word to a friend—only a dollar—only an 
= half hour’s reading—and the arc of light grows 
wider. 











1D gptnapectnianie throughout the world is in a bad way. Yet only 

two years ago we were celebrating its complete victory. ‘““This 
has been one of the most sudden and puzzling reverses in history,”’ 
comments one of America’s leading editors. What has gone 
wrong? Just this:—-Democracy is a spiritual achievement—the 
control and progressive direction of human society through moral 
concepts and in spirit of individual liberty. But such spiritual 
achievements cannot be established, promoted—and in the last 
analysis—even protected—by physical force—by guns. The 
struggle for such ideals must ultimately be settled on the battle 
ground of the human conscience. Hatred, violence, brute torce 
can only confuse, degrade and destroy the human conscience. 
That is why the war did not win a victory for democracy—but 
almost destroyed it. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


ANKERS PREDICT. Top-flight economic forecasters in Wall 

St. are sending out word to their clients and colleagues that 

the present superficial prosperity is about to run out. They con- 

sider the present price structure entirely artificial and are especially 

warning their agriculture interests throughout the country to re- 

strain and conserve their credits on an increasing scale. The higher 

prices go from here on the harder they're going to fall when the 
break comes, warn the bankers’ advisers. 


HO OWNS THE AIR? Do the multi-millionaire broadcast- 

ing corporations or,—the people? Congress originally decid- 

ed, in the first Radio Act, that the air waves belong to the people of 
the U.S. and can never be bought or sold. The great broadcasting 
corporations, who are in actuality the advertising agents of Amer- 
ica’s leading commercial concerns, are trying to put over a new 
code that takes the regulation of radio programs entirely out of 
the hands of the U.S. Government and leaves all regulations in 
the hands of the broadcasters themselves. Powerful commercial 
interests are behind the new proposed Federal radio laws and, be- 
cause so many large newspapers own the major radio facilities in 
their communities, very little of this development is reaching the 
public attention. The obnoxious and irresponsible behavior of 
many radio broadcasting companies certainly does not speak well 
(continued on next page) 


British Rationing 

With most of American business 
hostile to the British Labor Gov- 
ernment, our news reports are 
filled with the failures of the Lon- 
don Government, with little re- 
ported on the constructive side. 
For instance, Sir Allen Daley, 
London’s chief health officer who 
is in Canada at the present time, 
has issued reports that the “vital 
statistics” in England have never 
been “so gratifying’ as_ since 
“severe rationing.” 

This is how he explains it: 
“Rationing prevents the wealthy 
from buying so much of the most 
nourishing foods and leaving the 
rest of the population — short. 
Abundant employment, with work- 
ers of the poorest type earning 
more than they ever did before, 
enables them to buy more and 
better food (through the ration- 
ing system) than formerly when 
millions went on the dole. 

“This puts the average nutrition 
of the nation higher than it was 
in former days of apparent plenty.” 

This analysis of the situation in 
England almost exactly parallels 
our picture in America. It fur- 
nishes substantial evidence that 
the “good old days” of the past 
were not as good as many of us 
like to think and that thececo hectia 
days of high prices and inflation 
are in reality the best days most 
people have ever known. 

When you realize that in dem- 
ocracies the will of the people 
must prevail, it is not hard to 
see how difficult it will be for us 
ever to go back to the “good old 
days” of feasting for the rich and 
hunger for the poor. Any attempt 
to force such a change can only 
end in a violent upheaval. 


British Miners 
The key to British recovery is 
coal, and the coal miner is being 
blamed for England’s coal famine. 
In America the London Socialist 
Government is being blamed for 
its blundering with a nationaliza- 
tion program for the mines. How- 
ever, ‘World Report,” a conserva- 
tive and authoritative Washington 
weekly on world affairs, has em- 
phasized “the unjust situation the 
(continued on next page) 








Catholic Achievement 


(continued) 
policy of admitting Negro children 
to Catholic schools with white 
pupils is one which we consider 
our right and duty as chief pastor 
of this archdiocese, regardless of 
race or nationality.” 

Any individual or group appeal- 
ing to authority outside the 
church in this matter would be 
automatically ex-communicated. 
An expert in canon law explainea 
that “while the penalty lasts, it 
means that the Catholic is ex- 
communicated from holy commu- 
nion and other sacraments of the 
church and from all his rights as 
a member of the church.” 

It was pointed out that the late 
Pope Pius XI considered the rac- 
ism of the Nazis a heresy, and 
the canon law authority stated 
further, “The crimes of trying to 
impede the lawful authority of 
the bishop in matters of faith and 
morals in the administration of 
the diocese has the grave penalty 
of ex-communication which can 
only be lifted by the Holy See, if 
the criminal is repentant.” 

No doubt this is but the spear- 
head of further Catholic moves 
along this line. A few years ago 
the Catholic Church in America 
announced that there would be 
no more race segregation in their 
churches. Few white Protestants 
have been willing to face the fact 
that a Negro Catholic is weicome 
to pray and worship in any white 
church—deep south or deep north. 
But these highly significant 
changes have been greeted with 
sullen silence by those large 
groups of southern Protestants 
who yet will not allow their colored 
sexton to sit down in the room 
during prayer meeting. On the 
other hand, there are many 
southern Protestants who are also 
leading out courageously and 
prayerfully along these same lines. 

Civil Liberties 

The American Civil Liberties 
Jnion, employing one of the most 
respected legal staffs in the coun- 
try, supported by thousands of 
our most distinguished citizens, 
each year issues a detailed report 
on the state of civil liberties of 
the American people during the 
months that have passed. Be- 
cause this group ignores the popu- 
lar pressure methods of either 
labor or big business interests, 
and persists in holding to the 
longer perspective, their reports, 
though highly regarded by univer- 
sities, research libraries, social 
scientists, and others of authority, 
are either ignored or suppressed 
by the large sections of the press 
and radio. In its current annual 
80 page report, the ACLU states 
that American civil liberties have 
suffered six severe set-backs in 
the past twelve months. The 
Union views the new labor law as 
a set-back to the slowly advancing 
workers’ rights and despite some 
good points regards it as chiefly 
(continued in third column this page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued ) 


for the capacity of such corporations to regulate themselves. 
Capitalism and free enterprise on the air depend upon such enter- 
prise being conducted within the framework of public welfare as 
well as for profit. Whenever capitalism tries to break over these 
safeguards, it promotes its own destruction. 


IND OF ERA. The British announcement that they are quitting 

Palestine is one of the most important international events 

of the past year. It is further proof of the absolute end of an 
era... an era that has lasted over two hundred years. 

It was the era of Capitalistic Imperialism. 

To keep our perspectives we must remember that American 
capitalism has been something different in the past from European 
capitalism. The European pattern has been a growth rising out 
of the roots of feudalism. Nearly all European capitalism 1s con- 
trolled by a few families who have maintained these controls for 
years and are still living in unbelievable luxury and callousness 
while the millions of their own people starve and freeze to death 
all around them. American capitalism has been a product of 
neighborliness, Christian sharing and democratic co-operation on 
a neighborhood level—so impossible in the long standing social 
stratas of Europe. In this way American capitalism has produced 
the most wonderful way of life, the most abundant standard of 
living known to man. 


THE PATH OF CHANGE. But social revolutions that 
have been sweeping over Europe and will continue to ebb and 
flow over the continent are taking England out of the business of 
capitalistic imperialism. As we have reported in the past, the new 
post-war England, desperately impoverished by the war, is aiming 
at transforming its old traditional empire into a voluntary Com- 
monwealth of Socialist States . . . not extreme left-wing socialism 
but a moderate socialism with much free enterprise left for the 
little man,—yet involving a complete break-up of the old inher- 
ited industrial and financial monopolies. The control of Palestine 
was a part of the old picture—so, as with India, Burma, Egypt, 
the British are shedding the political and military burden. 


EWS VS. OIL. The question of Palestine is not about Jews 
getting in or out—the question is OIL. The big British- 
American oil companies can’t get Arabian oil out unless they keep 
the good will of the Arab world. If the British and American 
Governments let the Jews into Zion, the Arab world gets mad. 
American politicians keep saying publicly (with an eye to Jewish 
votes) that Jews must be allowed to enter Palestine. Then the 
oil companies protest and the word goes from the same politicians 
down the line ‘‘Keep the Jews out.” 


HOW AMERICA GOT IN. Immediately after World War 
II, the great British oil interests, still under private ownership 
and centered in the Near East, anticipating England’s weakened 
position, maneuvered to draw American oil interests in to share 
in the exploitation of the rich Near East fields. Thus, through 
the recent huge investment of American capitalistic wealth in this 
area, Palestine suddenly becomes one of America’s big problems 
and responsibilities. 

But what is still more important, American capitalism takes 
another step away from its great past of neighborly democratic 
co-operation at home and plunges much further into the risky 
war-breeding business of foreign exploitation than ever before. 

American oil companies in Texas and Oklahoma pay workers 
$15. to $20 a day, and American workers prosper. The same 
companies carry their investments to Arabia, pay 15c to a dollar 
a day for labor and a few Americans get very rich while the 
American worker, as a tax-payer, has to underwrite a foreign 
policy to protect this so-called capitalism abroad. 

It is this chain of many links—imperialism—Palestine—oil 
—and perhaps war—that the American public is not seeing—or 
to be more exact—not being permitted to see. 


IL AND DIPLOMACY. But the most important factor in 

this situation ts that the oil corporations are so powerful they 

are able to swing the diplomatic influence and armed power of 

the American Government behind their foreign adventures with- 
out the permission or knowledge of the American people. 

In spite of Russia’s bad diplomatic behavior, it must be ad- 

(continued on next page) 


British Rationing 
(continued) 

miners have been caught in... 
They resented conditions of work 
in the coal pits under private own- 
ership,” says World Report. “They 
expected big improvements when 
the mines were nationalized last 
Jan. 1. But they are finding things 
are little changed. 

“The National Coal Board, set 
up by the Government to run the 
coal mines, is made up largely of 
former executives of the old com- 
panies. Regional boards are staffed 
from the same circles. Big sal- 
aries are paid to Coal Board em- 
ployees. The miners feel they 
changed bosses in name only. 

“Working conditions are still 
bad. Ventilation systems in Bri- 
tain’s deep mines are not modern. 
The heat is terrific.” 


Civil Liberties 
(continued) 
aimed to break the power of the 
working class in America. 

Other anti-labor trends, accord- 
ing to the ACLU report, included: 
the Supreme Court’s 5-3 decision 
upholding the Lea (anti-Petrillo) 
Act; state legislation against tha 
closed shop; state referenda on 
union financial statements; the 
New Jersey “emergency” law 
against the telephone workers’ 
strike, and the New York Condon- 
Wadlin Law, barring strikes by 
all public employees, signed by 
Gov. Dewey over labor’s protests. 

Other set-backs to civil liberties 
included: four lynchings; the ac- 
quittal in South Carolina of 28 
“confessed lynchers’’; a Supreme 
Court decision extending the legal- 
ity of searches without proper 
warrants; the President’s order 
for “dangerously vague tests” of 
the loyalty of Federal employees 
and the “continued witch-hunting 
crusade of the _ irresponsible” 
House Un-American Committee. 

The ACLU reports some gains 
in civil liberties, however,—such 
as: placing of atomic energy con- 
trol in civilian hands; appoint- 
ment of a Presidential commission 
to consider amnesty for draft act 
violators; a Federal court ban 
against segregation in California 
schools; opening Boston Common 
to unrestricted free speech. 

Because of the authoritative na- 
ture of the American Civil Liber- 
ties Union’s work, the high record 
of its analyses and forecasts in 
the past, no Christian layman 
can afford to ignore its findings, 
irrespective of his own opinions. 





A national magazine devoted to 
liquor interests, Tavern Weekly, 
reported recently that “Saint Pat- 
rick, patron saint of Ireland, is 
given credit for introducing the 
distillation process into that coun- 
try.” The Editor of the “Con- 
verted Catholic,” himself a former 
Catholic priest, comments that it 
had been his belief up till now 
that Saint Patrick drove the 
snakes OUT of Ireland! 


Suppression 

An Austrian refugee-scientist, 
Ferdinand Ringer made two un- 
usual and famous inventions,—one 
the “everlasting match” which 
can be “struck” over and over and 
used indefinitely. Naturally the 
consuming public wouldn’t need to 
go on buying matches if this new 
type of match were permitted to 
go on the retail market,—the sav- 
ing per year would amount to 
millions of dollars, not to mention 
huge amounts of timber now used 
for matchwood. 

But the international match 
trust, which has powerful inter- 
ests in the U.S., recently “bought 
up” the patent on the everlasting 
match, according to Ringer,— then 
suppressed it to protect profits on 
the antiquated match business. 

Ringer also invented “bubble 
gum” by accident when working 
on a new plastic material,—yes, 
the very same bubble gum your 
kids blow into balloons, etc. And 
bubble gum has made Ringer 4 
multi-millionaire. 

In other words, a useless fad 
made its inventor rich .. . while 
a product of great potential bene- 
fit to mankind has been shelved. 
The answer in both instances is 
the one word—profit. 

The case of the everlasting 
match confirms the finding of 
two Senate committees which a 
few years ago revealed in great 
detail how patents are shelved to 
protect profits. 


New Resources 

In the West, there are great de- 
posits of “oil shale’ which could 
be used to produce gasoline and 
oils, —but in the past they would 
have cost more than those made 
from petroleum. 

But now it has been announced 
that “gas” and oils can be made 
from shale even more cheaply 
than from petroleum, according 
to Dr. Gustav Egloff, eminent 
scientist and research director of 
the Universal Oil Products Com- 
pany. He further states that the 
shales contain uranium, the 
source of atomic energy. It would 
thus be possible to mine the shales 
for uranium and get gasoline and 
oils inexpensively as by-products. 

This would mean a new in- 
dustrial development in the West, 
says Dr. Egloff, and woutd supply 
America with oil and gasoline for 
100 years. 

But very little will be reported 
to the American people on this, 
for the great oil corporations are 
now deeply involved in the de- 
velopment of foreign oil where 
cheep labor makes the exploitation 
there more profitable than in 
America with our higher wages 
and higher standard of living. 
With their strong grip on our 
State Dept. these oil groups are 
determined to keep the American 
people built up to support our 
foreign oil policy — even if it 
requires the lives of American 
boys to protect the millions in- 
vested in the Near East oil fields. 


THE SIGN OF THE CROSS 
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While the great publicity push to raise funds for foreign relief has sub- 
sided, we need to remember that millions are still starving. Many are 
being kept alive by the compassion of those who care, living in the more 
fortunate areas of the earth. Those who thus give to save others are 
revealing their inner kinship to that ageless fraternity of brotherly love and 
sacrificial sharing that burst upon the earth 2000 years ago in the glory of 


the cross. Since the days of the catacombs of Rome and through each 
succeeding century, this noble kinship of Christian sharing has been per- 
petuated. It stands as a symbol of hope in a world where so many do not 
care about anything. The sign of the cross marks the lives of those who live 
in the pattern of God, for they love their fellow men and care enough to 
give of themselves that others might live. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


mitted that the oil of the Near East lies right at Russia’s door and 
they naturally feel they should have some rights in the area— 
just as we demand, through the Monroe Doctrine, prime rights in 
Mexico to protect our interests. 

Yet some American press releases have even reported how our 
State Department representatives have been taking part in the 
pressure game to shut Russia out of the Near East o11 resources so 
that the American and British monopoly will not be threatened 
with a demand for wider world sharing. The N. Y. Times 
recently reported that the American Ambassador Allen in Iran 
had informed the Iran Government that we would back them in 
refusing the Russians the oil concessions they sought. The Times 
report said that even the British were backing away from the 
extreme position our representative had taken and were asking 
for the Russians to be given some reasonable consideration. But 
the report stated that the American representatives were making 
it very plain that the U.S. was pledging its full support to the 
Iran Government in resisting Russian pressure for oil leases. 


UBLIC IGNORED. Full aid means money, guns and lives— 
if need be. How many American citizens, burdened with 
high taxes and the ever-mounting high cost of living, would agree 
to pledging more money—and perhaps their sons—to protect 
American and British oil interests from the threat of having to 
share their treasures with others? Not one American in a thousand 
would agree to such a pledge. It might be said, ‘‘Oh, but it’s the 
Russians who want it.’’ Yes, but even the French were squeezed 
out last year by the American and British companies when they 
tried to enforce their leases originai:y included in the Near East 
oil concessions. : 
(continued on next page) 


Atomic Report 


A calm, factual but terrifying 
report on atomic warfare has 
been published by the Princeton 
University Press. It was written 
by Ansley J. Coale, the research 
secretary of the committee on 
Social and Economic Aspects of 
Atomic Energy, a committee 
created by the Social Science Re- 
search Council. The title of this 
new book is “The Problem of Re- 
ducing Vulnerability to Atomic 
Bombs.” This scientific report 
prepared by scientists for scien- 
tists states that atomic bombs 
will be bigger and more powerful 
very soon and that they will be 
supplemented by the use of long- 
range rockets which will deliver 
them and by the use of radio- 
active poison gases for wholesale 
distribution of disease germs. 

And the author says 600 bombs 
could destroy the 200 chief cities 
of the U.S., killing 14 million and 
wounding an equal number. He 
also states that, should we develop 
a defense system that coula 
knock down 90 per cent of the 
rockets or planes bringing the 
atomic bombs to our shores, we 
still couldn’t prevent the devasta- 
tion. The War Dept. does not 
like such reports to be published, 
for they destroy the popular mili- 
tary propaganda line that ‘The 
A-bomb is just another weapon.” 
Volunteers 

Another important fact that the 
War Dept. clique doesn’t like to 
become known while the big drive 
is on for conscription is that the 
U.S. has now raised the largest 
volunteer Army and Navy in the 
world. The big brass said it 
couldn’t be done, but the record 
shows that the Army now numbers 
990,000 men, of whom 133,000 are 
officers,—while the Navy has 426,- 
082 enlisted men and 46,141 of- 
ficers, besides 85,000 Marines... 
a Navy total of 557,223. Thus the 
armed forces number about a mil- 
lion and a half men—all volun- 
teers! And most military men 
admit that a volunteer army is 
superior in morale and fighting 
spirit to a conscripted army. 


Nazi Trials 

As we have reported previously, 
some topnotch criminals of the 
Nazi regime are now on trial be- 
fore the allied war crimes court, 
yet for all that is being reported 
to the American people, the trials 
might just as well not be held. 
When the Nazi gangsters, Goer- 
ing, Hess and the rest, were tried, 
the press and radio poured out the 
headlines. But because the Nazi 
financial and industrial big shots 
were closely tied to influential 
American business interests, the 
lid is on. But the scant news wire 
reports, printed in back pages of 
the larger dailies, show that docu- 
ments placed in the trial record 
by the U.S. lawyers indicated that 
53 American firms had been asso- 
ciated directly with the great 
(continued on next page) 














Nazi Trials 


(continued) 


German I.G. Farben Industries 
which was the indusiriai core oi 
the Nazi war machine. These docu- 
ments, at the same time, showea 
how 22 of the Farben directors 
now on trial for war crimes had 
been principal behind-the-scenes 
figures in the Nazi set-up. Secret 
documents seized by the USS. 
Army reveal that in 1937 Georg 
von Schnitzler a Farben executive, 
returned from America with en- 
thusiastic reports that Farben 
“relations with duPont have been 
further strengthened.” 

Five U.S. companies were re- 
vealed to be direct sales agencies 
here for the combine; these in- 
cluded: American Cyanamid & 
Chemical Corp.;- Ivan B. Dahl, 
Inc.; General Drug Co.; Inter- 
state Chemical Co.; Roehm & 
Hass Co. of Philadelphia. 

Nine other companies were 
named as “participating in up- 
wards of 5% of their business” 
with Farben: Atlas Powder; Bris- 
tol Myers; Eastman Kodak; Euro- 
pean Gas & Electric; Hercules 
Powder Co.; Standard Oil of New 
Jersey; Sterling Products; United 
Drug Co.; Vegex, Inc. 

In addition, a larger group of 
companies were mentioned with- 
out details as to exact amounts 
to which they had participated in 
their deals with I.G. Farben. 

American attorneys prosecuting 
the German industrialists have 
charged that Farben tried to make 
agreements that would head oft 
development of technological and 
chemical processes useful to other 
countries in case of war. 

Right after Pearl Harbor, it 
may be recalled, Government in- 
vestigators charged that agree- 
ments between Standard Oil of 
New Jersey and Farben had slowed 
down our country’s production of 
synthetic rubber. 

Farben contributed about 12 
million dollars to the Nazis in 1933- 
34 when Hitler was putting down 
opposition from workers, liberals 
and religious leaders. The com- 
pany gave $300,000. to Hess only 
three days before the critical 
elections in 1933 that gave Hitler 
the basis for his power. In addi- 
tion around 4 million dollars was 
paid by Farben in 1933 directly 
into the Adolf Hitler Fund, the 
Nazi chief’s main reservoir. The 
SS got $200,000, from Farben and 


Japanese Christian 
Christianity is having an in- 
creasing place in the life of 
Japan. An outstanding Christian 
layman, Tetsu Katayama is now 
premier of the Japanese Govern- 
ment. Katayama is a Socialist 
but a fighting foe of communism. 
Katayama however is being put 
under considerable pressure from 
American business interests rep- 
resented in Japan because he seeks 
to socialize the Japanese economy 
through nationalization of the 

leading Japanese industries. 


X-Ray and Forecast (cominud) 
WHY NOT UN CONTROL? Neither Russia nor the U.S. 


should have a monopolistic control of Near East oil. As promised 
in the Atlantic Charter and hopefully considered at the Dumbar- 
ton Oaks and other peace conferences, the world’s strategic raw 
material resources should be under the control of international 
commissions to administer such treasures in justice and fairness to 
all nations. But it is well-known in diplomatic circles that the 
great American and British oil companies are continuously sabo- 
taging the development of any such international control. 

NO SHORTAGE. Also remember that the constant bar- 
rage of propaganda, to the effect that we are running short of oil 
in this country and in our hemisphere, is branded as a falsehood 
by most of the independent oil operators in America who do 
business in competition with the giant oil corporations. However, 
the larger oil corporations now operating in the Near East are 
hoping to silence these revealing protests of their smaller competi- 
tors by permitting the independents to organize for operation in 
the Near East fields. A 100 million dollar Near East corporation 
is now being organized by the Independents. 

But the most important development of many months is 
that Britain is getting out of Palestine. With billions in Ameri- 
can oil money invested nearby, America must step in where the 
British step out,—with more dollars and men and guns—either 
openly as in Greece or in the dusk behind a facade of the UN. 


INTERNATIONAL OIL CO-OPS. One bright ray of 
hope in the world oil picture is the rapid development of large 
international co-operatives run on a consumer co-op basis such 
as the large dairy and fruit co-ops in America. 

This highly significant enterprise, known as the International 
Co-operative Petroleum Association, was organized at Zurich, 
Switzerland, last year and includes 18 large oil co-ops in 16 dif- 
ferent nations. Yet because this capitalistic enterprise is on a co- 
operative basis, news of it has been almost completely smoothered. 
This international oil co-op is all set to begin operations in compe- 
tition with the big private oil companies, combines and cartels in 
a bold effort to force down the price of oil, gasoline and other 
petroleum products essential in modern living. 

Already the International Co-operative Alliance has presented 
before the UN a resolution advocating the creation of a UN au- 
ority to administer the world’s oil resources, with the first atten- 
tion to the Near East, as long advocated by economists and 
promised in many international agreements. But the giant oil 
corporations brought pressure and it was voted down,— in line 
with their policy of obstruction to international control. 

The international oil co-ops started in 1921 when some 
Minnesota farmers organized to try to get cheaper oil and gasoline. 
They set up their own co-operative and their own filling station. 
The idea grew in that area and other similar co-ops were organ- 
ized. Then the oil companies shut off supplies, so the farmers 
organized regional wholesale co-operatives which grew eventually 
into the Midland Co-operative Wholesale of Minneapolis. It did 
over 15 million dollars worth of business last year. From this 
has grown the great international oil co-op which expects to do a 
100 million dollar annual business as soon as it is fully organized. 


TUMPED. It has been a favorite theme in Washington to 
brand the Hollywood movie industry as under communistic 
domination. So the Un-American Activities Committee of Con- 
gress announced that it was setting out to investigate the com- 
munistic Hollywood movie colony. Then the committee received 
a letter from the czar of Hollywood, Eric Johnston, promising 
the committee all possible co-operation. ‘‘We welcome your in- 
vestigation,’” said Mr. J., “for it will give us a chance to meet 
squarely ... the ugly rumors, innuendces and reckless accusations.”’ 
But what floored the hot-heads in the congressional committee 
was the sudden realization that Mr. J. is widely known as one of 
America’s outstanding capitalists, not only the head of the movie 
industry but a wealthy manufacturer and four times president of 
the U.S. Chambers of Commerce. And Mr. J., rather than com- 
munists, is the force that dominates Hollywood and he knows 
very thoroughly what goes on there. There is, of course, a certain 
small percentage of noisy 'eft-wingers in Hollywood as every 
where else in America—but the committee will run into trouble 
when it runs into Mr. J. 





Petrillo 

We offer no defense for the dic- 
tator methods of James C. Pet- 
rillo, czar of the Musicians Union. 
But when Petrillo won his fight 
for royalty on records produced 
by union members, a loud chorus 
claimed that this would be a 
“slush fund” for the personal use 
of Petrillo. But the actual facts 
are that this fund—amounting to 
approximately one per cent on 
the retail cost of records—is being 
used to provide free concerts in 
many cities. 

For instance, in the nation’s 
capital a 51-piece band putting on 
a series of excellent symphonic 
concerts was heard by thousands, 
and Washington newspapers re- 
ported that the ‘“music-loving 
public is drawing a dividend from 
Petrillo’s controversial tax on re- 
cordings.” 

And so a royalty which was un- 
der fire from all sides is now mak- 
ing available good music for thou- 
sands, and also adding to the pay 
envelopes of many musicians 
whose jobs were threatened by too 
much canned music. Did the re- 
cording corporations ever put on 
any free public concerts when 
they were collecting the pennies 
Petrillo is now getting? 





STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MAN- 
AGEMENT, CIRCULATION, ETC., RE- 
QUIRED BY THE ACTS OF CONGRESS 
ee 24, 1912, AND MARCH 3, 

Of Between The Lines, published twice month- 

ly except during June, July and August when 

it is published monthly at Demarest, New 

Jersey, for October 20, 1947. 

State of New Jersey, 

County of Bergen, ss. 

Before me, a notary public in and for the 


State and county aforesaid, personally ap- 
peared Charles A. Wells, who, having been 
duly sworn according to law, deposes and 


says that he is the 
owner of Between The 
following is, to the best of his knowledge 
and belief, a true statement of the owner- 
ship, management (and if a daily paper, the 
circulation), etc., of the aforesaid publica- 
tion for the date shown in the above caption, 
required by the Act of August 24, 1912, as 
amended by the Act of March 3, 1933, em- 
bodied in section 537, Postal Laws and Reg- 
ulations, printed on the reverse of this form, 
to wit: 

1. That the names and addresses of the 


editor, publisher and 
Lines and that the 


publisher, editor, managing editor, and busi- 
ness managers are: 

Publisher, Charles A. Wells, 152 Madison 
Ave., New York City 16, N. Y. 

Editor, Charles A. Wells, 152 Madison 
Ave., New York City 16, N. Y. 


Managing Editor, None. 

Business Manager, None. 

2. That the owner is: Charles A. Wells, 
sole owner, 152 Madison Ave., New York 
City 16, N. Y. 

3. That the known bondholders, mortga- 
gees, and other security holders owning or 
holding 1 per cent or more of total amount 
of bonds, mortages, or other securities are: 
None. 

_4. That the two paragraphs next above. 
giving the names of the owners, stockholders, 
and security holders, if any, contain not only 
the list of stockholders and security holders 
as they appear upon the books of the com- 
pany but also, in cases where the stock- 
holder or security holder appears upon the 
books of the company as trustee or in any 
other fiduciary relation, the name of the per- 
son or corporation for whom such trustee is 
acting, ‘is given; also that the said two para- 
graphs contain statements embractng affiant's 
full knowledge and belief as to the circum- 
stances and conditions under which  stock- 
holders and security holders who do not ap- 
pear upon the books of the company as trus- 
tees, hold «stock and securities in a capacity 
other than that of a bona fida owner; and 
this affiant has no reason io believe that any 
other person, association, or corporation has 
any interest direct or indirect in the said 
stock, bonds, or other securities than as so 
stated by him. 

Charles A. Wells, 
Editor and Publisher. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me_ this 
30th day of September, 1947. 

Lillian L. Beebe, 
Notary Public. 
(My commission expires Jan. 7, 1951). 





